ROBBERS 


[Cont. jinorTi/jpl old woman with, brown 
eyes named Jeanette Federico, 

“J still love you - it juw ain't working 
out right now" Lanytold Sharonon the 
morning of March 5,1993, shortly before 
their second son was born. They'd 
talked all night, trj’ing to work things 
oiit. Larry bent down to his little boy. 
^'Take care of Mommy/' he«sdd,‘*What* 
ever you need, l*]l be there.*' Santos lost 
her 4^0,000 after Larry failed to appear 
for sentencing three weeks later, and 
she did not see Larry again until she 
wacched the hank shootout on Laurel 
Canyon. Boulevard in February, 

Larry Phililp* Jr. was now on the tuji, 
like his father before him, with Pedexico 
and her little girl, but he was Bnished for 
good with white-collar crane, with real- 
estate cons that never made you rich and 
forced you to hop from town to town as 
the local marks - and cop* - smartened 
up,There was somethingbigger on Lar- 
jy’s mind, bigger than anything his dad 
ever did, something that required a fow 
more smarts and a lot mote balis, ai^ 
could probably best be accomplished in 
California, The risks were higher, but 
the payoff could be enormous. 

“Everything my son did, he did all 
the homework,” says Larry Sr. “Any 
crime that you could put out there, he 
could show you a becrer way to do ic, no 
matter what it was " Beyond real estate? 
'^Weli, of course," he says. "Probably all 
the way up to bank robbery/' 

OCT. 23, 1093,10 P.M., «EVEK MONTHS 
after Larry Phil Ups abandoned Sl^on 
Sancosandrheirtwo young sons in Den¬ 
ver. A Glendale, Calif,, police officer 
pulled over a speeding maroon T-Bird ar 
the juncture of Pacific Street and the 134 
fieeway andasked the driverforidentifi- 
cation. The man wouldn’t say who he 
was. The officer patted the driver down, 
found a loaded Clock 9 mm semiauto- 
tnattc pistol in his waistband and cslled 
for backxip. 

In the passenger seat, Emil Matasa- 
teanu leaned his bulky frame forward 
and put something under his seat, A sec¬ 
ond loaded Clock was discovered there. 
Later, at the Glendale police station, Lar- 
zy Phillips Jr. produced a driver’* license 
wrth the name Dennis Franks on itp 

Collaring two muscled yourtg rnen 
with Glocks on a road stop would have 
been abtg enough score for theGlendale 
Police Diqjartmciu on any night. But the 
Glocks were window dressing compared 
with the arsenal that the police found on 
die back »«at of the T-Bifd and in its 
trunk. Belonging to Lairy; a MAC-90 
rifle, 2 Springfield .45-catiber semiauto¬ 
matic pistoL bolsters, two ToO'chanTiel 
programmable scanners, miscellaneous 
hairpieces, black ski masks, a sb 5 p- 


waCch, a gas mask, nine button-down 
diirts and nine pullover T-shircs, plus 
various pairs of shoes, jackets and pairs 
of glasses. Belonging to Emil: an assault 
rifle with folding stock, a fully loaded 
Colt semiauto pistol end two bullet- 
proof vests. Between them, Larry and 
Emil had enough ammunirion for apro- 
longcd firefight: 967 rounds of g mm, 
357 founds of .45 caliber and 1,649 rounds 
of 7.6 z by 39 mm. Also discovered in the 
T-Bird were three different California 
license plates, a spray can of gray hair 
coloring and six smoke grenades. 

This constituted what any police 
officer knows to be a classic bar^-rob- 
bery kit. 

Charged with conspiracy and wcap' 
ons violation*, Larry and.Emil.^ip- 
peared two weeks.Uter at a preliminary 
hearing, where Larry’s lawyer offered 
an explanation for the disguise* in the 
car. The night that Larry and Emil 
were stopped was just a week before 
Halloween. As for the gun* and vests, 
well, the pair was simply heading off to 
the Angeles National Forcsst, in the San 
Gabriel Mountains. People put on all 
sort* of get-ups for larger practice there. 

The district attorney dropped the 
conspiracy charge in a plea deal} bank- 
robbery kit or not, the thinking was that 
it would be difficult to prove precisely 
what or whom Larry and Emil were 
conspiring to rob. Larry pleaded no con¬ 
test Eo a felony charge of false impersoxi- 
ation and a misdemeanor charge of car¬ 
ry ing a conceafed firearm, and served 66 
days in jail Emil pleaded guQty to two 
mtsdemeanors and served 47 days. At 
their semrencingi Superior Court Judge 
Thomas W, Sfcoever warned both men 
not to owner possess any weapons. 

If they had been on the verge of their 
first barJe heist, I.aiTy and Emil put th^ 
plan on hold. I^obation officers detected 
nothing unusualaboucthc two mendur- 
ingihe months they were on probation. 
Each reported on. time and maintained 
Stable addresses. Federico gave birth to a 
son. If there are people who know what 
prompted Larry, who had no Itiscory of 
violence, and Emil, who’d never com- 
mitced a felony, Co malce the major leap 
to bank takeovers, they have kept mum. 

On Jan. z8,1794, jydge Stoever or¬ 
dered the Glendale Police Department 
CO return various items seized feom the 
T-Bird to Emil and to Larry’s mother, 
Dorothy, who died of lymphatic crancer 
a short while Utcr, Except for his 
Clock, Larry got everything back - all 
the ammunicion and disguises and 
scanners. All of Emil’s gear, excluding 
his Glock and assault rifle, was re¬ 
turned to him. Larry and Emtl were 
down to one assault rifle, but they 
would soon find repUeexuents. 

VALERIE’S VILLA, VALERIE AN3 
Emil’s main source of income, was head¬ 
ing for collapse by late 1994. The summer 
after Emil reclaimed his fCont. on 64} 
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DAVE GROHL, JAMES IHA,COOLiO, 
BECK, JAKOB DYLAN AND MORE !N A 
SPECIAL ROCK & ROLL PHOTO PORT¬ 
FOLIO. SINGER PAULA COLE BARES 
BODY AND SOUL. GEORGE CLOONEY 
TALKS ABOUT PARTIES, PRANKS AND 
WHY HE WONT GET MARRIED. JOHN 
MALKOVICH PERFECTS THE ART OF 
THE VILLAIN. PLUS: MARY J. BLIGE, 
SOUL SISTER NO. 1, AND BUFFY THE 
VAMPIRE SLAYER ON STAYING BUFF. 



rohhspy paraphernalia^ 
county ofBcials accused him of sUtn- 
miiig one of the home'care patients 
against a brick wall, a charge that Emil 
denied. The county stopped placing 
clients with Valerie and suggested to 
those already in. the residence that th^ 
look ctscwhctc. Ordered by county of- 
fidais not to have contact with clienta^ 
Emil, his wife and their young son. 
moved out. Emil and his mother felt 
that the state wa» trying to destroy them 
withtrun^jednipchargcs. Their Ameri¬ 
can dream had turned bad: After the 
Matasarsanuahad spent 14 years at 2 job 
most Americans would re^se, nobody 
would give them any respect. 

Taking out a second tnortgage on her 
North Sinaloa Avenue home, Valerie 
stepped up plans to renovate a building 
she owned in a run-down Pasadena 
neighborhood, Emil did much of the 
work himselT, learning as he went from 
a book on construction- Vderie intended 
to open a private home^care facility 
thete; Emil would use part of the Space 
fr>r his software business. Both Valerie 
and Emil sought guidance from mail¬ 
order tapes by the self-help guru An¬ 
thony Rabbin*, another infomercial 
character who promises fantastic results. 

Valerie never liked Larry Phillips 
much, and after the gun incident, 
Emiles continuing relationship with 
Larry infuriated her as much as the way 
the state bureaucrats were treating her. 
For some reason, Larry wanted to iso¬ 
late Emil from, other friends and fatrd- 
ly members, Valerie thought. One day, 
Larry laughed at her for the kind of 
work she did, and Valerie lost her tem¬ 
per, telling him that at least she did 
‘^honest work ” Another time, after 
Larry tried to sell her on one of his old 
specialties, a discounted trust deed, she 
banned him altogether from her house 
and beame determined to turn, her son 
against hi» shady friend. 

"Give up your hobbyl’^ she implored, 
referring to the guns. For a while, Emil 
listenec4 he cold bis mother that he had 
given, away all his guns, and he swore to 
stay clear of Lany. "Pm very sorry,” Val¬ 
erie recalls Emil telling Larry over the 
phone. ‘Toil have yotuf own life, and I 
have my own life.... We arc not frlEncU 
anymore.” Emil enrolled in graduate- 
level psychology courses and even con- 
sideced becoming a lawyer, but with 
Valerw^s client base evaporating, money 
was tight. Emil was already behind on 
credit-card bills and student-loan pay¬ 
ments. VlUfie sympathteed and gave 
her son *$0,000 from the house refinanc¬ 
ing. He used part of the money to tease 
a Lincoln Continental so he could at 
least look like a successful businessman. • 

Then, In June 1995, Valerie ran into ; 
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changed. Emil allied himself squarely 
wifh Larry in the following montiw 1 
and did not speak to his mother 01 give 
her his address - a trick he probably 
picked up from his secretive friencL 

"For the first time, Hmil wasn*t re^ 
spectful to me,” Valerie says, “Wbj^n,. 
my son was talking to me, he was talk¬ 
ing with Larr/s voice, with Larr/s ac¬ 
cent. You felt you were not talking to 
Erail but you were calking to Larry.” 

TWO 1AR0£ MEN WEARING SOYJt 
armor and carrying assault rifles 
robbed a Bank of America branch in 
Van Nuys, Calif., of *755,000 on May a, 
1996. Similarly attired men with heavy 
weapons took *794,000 from a Bank of 
America branch in Wirmetks, Calif., 
zg days later. The LAPD named the 
men, who were caught on videot^qj*, 
the High Incident bandits. "Larry 
wanted a lot more out of life,” says 
Sharon Santos, who i* still in Denver, 
raising her boy*. "And it didn^t earns* 
quick enough.” Valerie says she had no 
idea her son was 2 bank robber. ^ .. 

Larry and Emil appear to have op¬ 
erated on their own, using manuals I&l 
modify guns that they legally purriutaed 
out of state. Initially, authorities sus¬ 
pected the pair was affibated with samc.^ 
sort, of militia or supremacist group, buc 
to date no evidence of that has surlkcied.. 
The robberies were well-planned and 
wcll-exccutcd. The banks had been ca«^ 
fully cased; the robbers kncwwheakigc— , 
amounts of money would be on hand. ' 
They referred to stopwatcl^ sewn onto 
their glovBi, something the robbers ifL.. 
Hcizt did. "His Intention I don't think 
was to be rich,” Valerie says, "for Emil,' j 
mon^ was never an issue. For him, [the 1 
robbery} was 2 message, the srupreme ' 
way to beat the system." 

Only briefly did Valerie and EzziiL j 
break their estrangement *- for a long 
talk just after last Christmas. “Theic’x 
no hope for me anymore,” Emil saiA 
He seemed utterly defeated, nearly std- 
ctdaL Valerie suspected that Emit and. 
Lany were up to no good. "Lo ok here ,” .. 
she said, “whatever you do ia this 
world, 1 don't question you. But one* 
thing 1 want you to know: I cannot fbrr 
give you, ever, if you kill someone.” 

"I never did, Mom,” Emil said. “AndT 
I'm not going to.” 

Larry Phillips, meanwhile,paid a suc- 
prisfc visit to his father in Denver l2st 
November, showing up in a Lincoln 
Town Car, his “traveling car.” The two 
Larrys had not seen each other in iir 
racst fourycars, since Larryje. left town 
after (he house-renting sram, though 
Larry Sr. had been checking the papers.. 
regularly to see if any sirable scams chat 
went down involved his son. Larry Sr, 
wcrricd.;ibout his boy during dkose. 
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